
Dear Parents and Carers,
It’s been a short but incredibly busy half term. We returned from the Easter break thankful that the building work had
finished and that we had a main entrance again! We were very proud of our Year 6 children last week as they
completed their national SATs in English and Maths. Their attitude and hard work was first class  - well done! Children in
Year 3 have enjoyed a trip to the Cathedral and Mosque in Peterborough and a special World War 2 evacuee day; Year 5
children had a great time at Leicester Space Centre and the whole school celebrated VE Day through stories and songs.
Look out for photos and reports  about these experiences on Instagram, our website and our end of year newsletter in
July.  All children from Year 2 to Year 6 are looking forward to starting their swimming lessons in the AJS pool after half
term. 

CHANGES TO THE SCHOOL DAY IN 2025/26

The Department for Education have advised that the length of school day for all primary school children should be 32 ½
hours. As a result, starting in September, we will be extending  the school day slightly so that we comply with this
guidance -  in a nutshell it means an extra 5 minutes per day in Key Stage 2 and an extra 10  minutes per day in
Reception/ Key Stage 1. Parents were keen to maintain staggered start and collection times to help when siblings need
to be in 2 different playgrounds. I wanted to give all parents, carers and child- minders plenty of notice about these
changes which are outlined below:

Morning drop off 
Reception - classroom doors will open at 8:35am and the school day starts at 8:40am .
Year 1 and 2 - a whistle will sound at 8:35am for children to line up on the Key Stage 1 playground and their school day
starts at  8:40am.
Children who arrive after 8:40am will need to sign in via the main entrance office.

Year 3-6 - a whistle will sound at 8:40am for children to line up and their school day starts at 8:45am.
Children who arrive after 8:45am will need to sign in via the main entrance office.

Children attending the Sensory Circuit in the hall will enter via the door near pre-school at 8:35am

Afternoon pick up
Reception - children will exit from their classrooms at 3:10pm.
Year 1 and 2 - children will exit their classrooms and meet parents on the Key Stage 1 playground at 3:10pm.
Year 3-6 - children will exit classrooms onto the Key Stage 2 playground at 3:15pm.

We will review these arrangements after the first half term. Please contact the school office if you have any questions
about these changes.

I wish all our families an enjoyable and restful May half term break. 
Best wishes, Mr Fry

Alderman Jacobs School

Summer Term 1  2025
Newsletter
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Whole school target
for 2024/25 95%
This half term our

overall attendance
was 94.1%

Classes with highest
attendance this half

term:

1  Morocco 98.04%
1 Canada - 98.04%

2 Greenland - 97.6%

3 France 97.1%

     Message from           

Mr Isley

Attendance
Officer

I look after our Young Carers.  A Young Carer is a child who provides care for a family member
or someone they know, who has a disability, illness, mental health condition, or substance misuse

problem.
Often our Young Carers struggle to attend school regularly.

There is support available for Young Carers even if attendance isn't an issue. If you think a child
you care for might be a Young Carer please get in touch with me.

REPORTING PUPIL ABSENCE

Should your  chi ld be too i l l  to be present  at  school ,  p lease cal l  the
school  before 08:30am and select  opt ion 2 f rom the menu.

The emai l  address is :  pupilabsence@ajs.education
Please note,  these are the only  two ways that  pupi l  absence should be

not i f ied.



Parent Survey 2024-25

Thankyou to a l l  parents  who took part  in  our  survey just  before Easter .  A
total  of  124 responses were received.  The survey has prov ided school  leaders

with some very  usefu l  feedback about how we can improve.  Th is  feedback
wi l l  be used to inform our  development p lans for  the upcoming year .  

Here is  a summary of  the survey:

Of the 124 parents  and carers  who completed the survey 
93% agreed/ st rongly  agreed that  thei r  chi ld was happy and fe l t  safe in  school .

92% fel t  thei r  chi ld does wel l  at  AJS.

94% would recommend AJS to other  parents .

79% agreed that AJS has h igh expectat ions for  thei r  chi ld with 12% stat ing they
didn’ t  know. Al l  s taff  have h igh expectat ions for  a l l  ch i ldren,  so th is  i s

something that  we need to address and communicate more successfu l ly  with
parents  and chi ldren.  

90% of parents  thought thei r  chi ld could take part  in  c lubs ,  though there was
some feedback that  the major i ty  of  c lubs are sports  re lated and would l i ke more

var iety ,  especial ly  for  younger chi ldren.  

88% of parents  agreed that  AJS lets  parents  know how wel l  thei r  chi ld is  doing
and about what they are learn ing about in  c lass .  However ,  there was usefu l

feedback and ideas as to how we can improve th is  next  year ,  especial ly  making
further  use of  Google Classroom and Marvel lous Me.  The return to face to face

parents  evenings has proved popular .  

There were some very  usefu l  comments about the way in  which school
communicates with parents .  We are look ing to st reaml ine the amount of  emai ls
sent  home by int roducing a weekly  news round up/ reminder.  There wi l l  then be

one celebratory  newsletter  at  the end of  each term. We are gain ing more
fol lowers on our  Instagram page and th is  i s  another  way we wi l l  be lett ing

parents  know about di f ferent  events  in  school  and shar ing pupi l  achievements.

We are genuinely  keen to receive feedback and comments f rom parents  and
carers  with suggest ions and ideas.  P lease drop the off ice an emai l  -  you don’ t

have to wait  for  a survey!  

I f  parents  have concerns or  complaints ,  p lease fo l low the steps out l ined in  the
Complaints  Pol icy  found on our  websi te.  We wi l l  a lways t ry  to resolve issues

swift ly  and informal ly  in  the f i rs t  instance.    



 

K E E P I N G  C H I L D R E N  S A F E  O N  T H E  R O A D S  A N D  P A T H S  A R O U N D  S C H O O L

Sadly ,  we cont inue to have a  number of  issues reported to school  by local
res idents  and parents  about  unsafe park ing and dr iv ing on the roads near  school .
Res idents  are especia l ly  concerned about  parents  who park  on pavements
meaning chi ldren are forced to walk  in  the road and a lso the worry  about
emergency vehic les  being unable  to access  roads i f  cars  are parked on both s ides .

We want  a l l  ch i ldren to be safe when walk ing or  r id ing a  b ike/ scooter  to  school
and we are very  lucky to have an excel lent  Lol l ipop Lady who supports  th is  a im.
However ,  every  parent  who dr ives  their  ch i ld  to  school  a lso has  their  part  to  p lay
in  keeping chi ldren safe and being considerate to others  by :  

n o t  double  park ing 
n o t  park ing in  the lay  by (drop off  only)  /  across  res ident  dr iveways;
n o t  dr iv ing up on pavements ;
st ick ing to the speed l imit .  

Thank you in  advance for  your  cooperat ion.

UPDATED SCHOOL POLICIES

We have updated school  pol ic ies  that  can be v iewed on the school  website .
Please see below the pol ic ies :

Responding to Prejudice Related Inc idents  
Ear ly  Year  Foundat ion Stage (EYFS)
Preschool  pol ic ies
Rel ig ious Educat ion
Behaviour  Pol icy  -  p lease see a  reminder  of  our  3  school  ru les  below:



UNIFORM AT AJS

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  u n i f o r m  f e e d b a c k  o n  t h e  p a r e n t  s u r v e y .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y
o f  p a r e n t s  a r e  h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  u n i f o r m  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  W e  h a v e  o r g a n i s e d  u n c l a i m e d
l o s t  p r o p e r t y  a n d  s p a r e  u n i f o r m  i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  a n d  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  t h i s  t o
c h i l d r e n  t o  w e a r  i f  t h e y  c o m e  t o  s c h o o l  i n  i n c o r r e c t  c l o t h i n g .  P l e a s e  s e e  n e x t
y e a r ’ s  u n i f o r m  e x p e c t a t i o n s  b e l o w :  

P l a i n  b l a c k  s h o e s ,  p l a i n  b l a c k  t r a i n e r s  or  p la in  b lack ankle  boots  (no open toes or
white/  coloured tra iners) .  Tra iners  may be brought  into school  to  wear  dur ing p lay
t imes.

White  or  red polo sh i rt  or  white  col lared sh i rt  or  b louse.

Red sweatshirt ,  red f leece or  red cardigan (no hooded tops) .

Grey sk i rt ,  grey p inafore dress ,  smart  grey trousers ,  smart  grey school  shorts  -  (no
leggings or  jogging bottom mater ia l)  

Red/white  checked gingham dress  or  p laysuit  (stock more readi ly  avai lable  dur ing
summer months)  

Red,  white ,  b lack or  grey p la in  socks or  t ights  

N o  n a i l  v a r n i s h ,  m a k e  u p ,  f a k e  n a i l s  o r  f a k e  e y e l a s h e s

Pla in  headbands in  school  uniform colours  only  (n o  n o v e l t y  h e a d b a n d s  e .g :  cat
ears/unicorn horn)  

Smal l  ha i r  accessor ies  in  school  colours  only  e .g :  smal l  red or  white  bow/scrunchie/cl ip  

Stud earr ings only  (no other  jewel lery  to  be worn)

A watch may be worn (no smart  watches that  are connected to a  device or  have a
camera)

P E  U n i f o r m :

Suitable  tra iners  (no footbal l  boots  or  astro-turf  t ra iners)  

Long hair  must  be t ied up 

Al l  earr ings and watches must  be removed 

Pla in  red or  white  T-shirt   ( n o  f o o t b a l l  t o p s  o r  l a r g e  b r a n d  l o g o s )  

Pla in  b lack shorts ,  p la in  b lack jogging bottoms,  skort  or  p la in  b lack leggings/cycl ing
shorts  (no hotpants)  P la in  b lack or  red sweatshirt  (with  or  without  school  logo -  n o
h o o d s )

Uniform can be purchased from most  b ig  reta i lers  inc luding Tesco,  Asda,  Morr isons and
Sainsburys .  I t  i s  not  compulsory  to wear  uniform with  a  logo  however  i f  you would l ike
to purchase an i tem of  AJS branded c loth ing i tems can be purchased onl ine from the
AJS uniform shop,  Tota l  Cloth ing.

http://www.totalclothingshop.co.uk/ajs

http://www.totalclothingshop.co.uk/ajs
http://www.totalclothingshop.co.uk/ajs


S U N  S A F E T Y

With the sunnier  weather  hopeful ly  here to stay we a im to fo l low the 5  S ’s  to  help
keep everyone safe in  the sun:

S L I P  (on a  t-sh irt)  S L O P  (on sun cream)  S L A P  (on a  hat)  S L I D E  (on sunglasses)
S H A D E

Please ensure that  your  ch i ld  has  appl ied sun cream before school  and then has
some sun cream to top themselves up (when required)  in  a  bott le  label led with
your  ch i ld ’s  name.
Please a lso ensure that  hats  and water  bott les  are a lso label led.  

Pre-school  staff  wi l l  re-apply  suncream provided at  the sett ing at  lunch t ime for
a l l  ch i ldren who stay a l l  day .  This  year ,  we wi l l  be us ing Soltan K ids  Sensit ive & Sun
Al lergy Protect  Lot ion SPF50+

B I T E  A N D  S T I N G  R E L I E F  C R E A M

We use Boots  Bite  and St ing Rel ief  Ant ih istamine Cream.  I f  you do not  wish your
chi ld  to  have th is  cream please let  the off ice know.

 

STAFFING NEWS

We wish Mrs  Smith-York a l l  the best  as  she
begins  her  maternity  leave and we welcome Mrs
Evans and Mrs  Deplancke back after  having their
babies .  After  ha lf  term,  Mrs  Evans and Mrs
Deplancke wi l l  be teaching in  Year  1  I ta ly  c lass  as
a job share.  
Miss  Vickers  wi l l  be start ing her  maternity  leave
at  the end of  the school  year .

JJJ

N EW  R EC E PT I O N / LO B BY

Af ter  a  few months delay we have been excited th is  ha lf  term to
open our  new Recept ion/Lobby to parent s.  I  am sure you wi l l
agree th is  is  now a  more welcoming and us er-fr iendly  space for
a l l  v is i tors  to  s chool .

We wi l l  be arranging for  an of f ic ia l  grand opening s oon to
showcas e the new space s o p leas e look out  for  further  deta i ls !

We appreciate your  cooperat ion and pat ience dur ing the bui ld
proces s  around the amended trans it ion procedures,  we know
dur ing the winter  months th is  was not  a lways ideal  but  we got
through i t  together !

I f  you have not  yet  taken the opportunit y  to v iew the new
recept ion area p leas e feel  f ree to pop in .



SPORTS DAY

We welcome parents  to  attend th is  year ’s  sports  days .  They wi l l  be tak ing p lace
on the fo l lowing dates :

Wednesday 18th June,  9 .00am – 12pm Years  4 ,  5  and 6 
Wednesday 18th June,  1 .20pm – 3 .00pm Years  2  and 3 
Thursday 19th June,  9 .00am – 1 1 .00am – Ear ly  Years  and Year  1  
Thursday 19th June,  1 .45pm -  2 .45 Pre-School  

On the day the chi ldren wi l l  need to come into school  wear ing their  summer PE
kit .  They wi l l  then wear  th is  for  the whole day.  We would a lso ask  that  ch i ldren
wear  a  top to match their  house colour ,  i f  poss ib le .  The house names and colours
are l i sted below.  

Ear ly  Years  ch i ldren wi l l  be not if ied of  their  house colour  in  due course.

            B lue                      Yel low               Green                   Red    
              
    
B lue   

YEAR 6 LEAVERS PERFORMANCE

Year  6 wi l l  be performing their  end of  year  performance dur ing the Summer 2  term
and we would l ike  to inv ite  Y6 parents  to  watch.  So that  we can accommodate you
al l ,  we have 2  separate performances which wi l l  be a l located by your  ch i ld 's
surname.  I f  the day is  not  convenient  to  you,  p lease let  your  ch i ld 's  c lass  teacher
know that  you wi l l  attend the a l ternat ive.

The a l located performances are :

Chi ldren with  surnames beginning with  A-K Thursday 17th July  at  9 . 15am

Chi ldren with  surnames beginning with  L-Z Fr iday 18th July  at  9 . 15am

We expect  the performance to last  approximately  1  hour .  

P lease be aware that  only  2  adults  per  ch i ld  may attend these performances due to
hal l  capacity .





May 2025
Friday 23rd - FOAJS Disco 4.30-8.30pm

Friday 23rd - End of Summer Term  1

June 2025
Monday 2nd - Start of Summer Term 2

Monday 9th - EY’s Church Farm Trip
Tuesday 10th - Y6 Duxford Trip

Wednesday 11th - Hunstanton Trip
Wednesday 11th - Y6 Whittlesey Fire Station 
Monday 16th - Half of Year 1  Ramsey Heights

Wednesday 18th - Y4, Y5 and Y6 Sports Day 9am - 12pm
Wednesday 18th - Y2 and Y3  Sports Day 1.20-3pm

Thursday 19th - EY’s and Y1 Sports Day - 9-11am
Thursday 19th - Pre School Sports Day - 1.45 - 2.45pm

Friday 20th - Half of Year 1 Ramsey Heights
Tuesday 24th - Friday 27th - Y6 York Residential

Wednesday 25th - Y6 Hamerton Zoo

July 2025
Thursday 3rd - Pre School Graduation 3.30-4pm

Friday 4th - Y6 Science Cafe 2-3pm
Tuesday 8th - Getting Ready for School Event  9.30-11am

Tuesday 8th  - Y6 Transition Day to Sir Harry Smith
Wednesday 9th - Y6 Transition Day to Sir Harry Smith
 Thursday 17th July- Year 6 End of year performance -

Surnames beginning with A-K 9.15-10.15am
Friday 18th July - Year 6  End of year performance- Surnames

beginning with L-Z 9.15-10.15am
Tuesday 22nd - Last day of school year

Diary Dates

School Term Dates 2025/2026

Autumn Term: Wednesday 3  Sept-23rd Octrd

Half term: Monday 27  Oct- Friday 31  Octth st

Autumn Term: Monday 3  Nov-18th Decrd

Half term: Monday: 22  Dec- Friday 2  Jannd nd

Please see our school website for full term
dates for 2025/22026

Professional Days 2025
Wednesday 23rd July

Monday 1st September
Tuesday 2nd September

Friday 24th October
Friday 19th December


