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Spring Term 1 2026

Dear  Parents  and Carers
I  hope 2026 has  started wel l  for  you,  despite  the wet  and g loomy weather !  I t
has  been a  wonderfu l ly  busy few weeks in  school ,  f i l led with  hard work ,
creat iv i ty  and energy.   I t  has  been great  to  welcome so many parents  to  our
reading and maths cafes  across  the school  -  we’ve enjoyed a  record parent
turnout-  thank you!   2026 is  the Nat ional  Year  of  Reading and a longside our
dai ly  reading lessons us ing fantast ic  books and stor ies ,  we are provid ing
some extra  opportunit ies  for  reading at  AJS.  We have before school  reading
groups running for  Year  6  chi ldren led by Miss  Mi les ,  Miss  Nunn and myself
(the reason I ’m not  on gate duty on a  Tuesday and Thursday!) ;  a  reading
buddy volunteer  l i stens to chi ldren read in  the l ibrary  every Wednesday;
teachers  read stor ies  and chapters  of  books every afternoon and we have
some different  act iv i t ies  l ined up for  Wor ld  Book Day in  March.   Our  reading
leaders  have inc luded some top t ips  to  support  with  reading at  home later  on
in  th is  newsletter .   Your  support  of  your  ch i ld ’s  learn ing at  home and dur ing
hol idays  rea l ly  does make a  pos it ive d ifference.  

                    Th is  week schools  up and down the country  have been mark ing          
                    Safer  Internet  Day.  At  AJS,  our  Year  5  ch i ldren in  part icu lar  have
                    been enagaging with  a  range of  onl ine safety  act iv i t ies .  We have
been work ing with  schools  in  March and Chatter is  and the Fenland Twenty20
organisat ion to create a  f i lm ca l led ‘Onl ine Voices -  K ind Choices ’  which wi l l
receive i t ’s  premiere th is  week.  Chi ldren are tak ing part  in  an onl ine safety
poster  compet it ion judged by the Mayor  of  March and a lso tak ing part  in  a
poetry  workshop to wr i te  poems and raps about  stay ing safe onl ine.  We wi l l
share the excl lent  work  of  our  Year  5  ch i ldren on Instagram and in  future
newsletters .  There are some helpful  t ips  for  parents  on the Safer  Internet
Centre website  g iv ing advice specif ica l ly  about  the use of  AI .
https ://safer internet .org.uk/

Al l  of  our  ch i ldren engage in  onl ine safety  learn ing part  of  our  Personal  Socia l
and Health  Educat ion curr icu lum.  The framework we use is  ca l led Natterhub
which a lso provides a  s i te  for  parents  to  access  at  home -  i t ’s  rea l ly  worth
checking th is  s i te  out  i f  you would l ike  support  in  th is  area -  natterhub.com 

I ’d  l ike  to wish a l l  our  fami l ies  a  happy haf  term break.
Best  wishes   
Mr  Fry

Alderman Jacobs School

Newsletter
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Reporting pupil  absence

Class attendance
this half term:

Y3 USA 97.1%
Y3 CANADA 96.4%

Y4 FIJI 96%
Y2 EGYPT 95.4%

Y2 MOROCCO 95.3%
YR JAPAN 94.9%

Y6 SWEDEN 94.7%
Y2 KENYA 94.5%
Y1 FRANCE 94.3%

Y4 AUSTRALIA 94.3%
Y6 NORWAY 93.8%

Y1 ITALY 93.6%
YR CHINA 93.4%

Y3 JAMAICA 93.2%
YR INDIA 93.2%
Y5 CHILE 92.1%

Y4 NEW ZEALAND 91.3%
Y5 PERU 90.9%
Y1 SPAIN 90.5%

Y6 DENMARK 90.1%
Y5 BRAZIL 88.2%

WHOLE SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE TARGET FOR

THIS YEAR

95%

OVERALL SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE THIS TERM

93.3%
Sickness absence has been

high this half term -
hopefully we’ll get back on

track and closer to our
target by Easter. 

I’M ENJOYING SPENDING

TIME IN DIFFERENT

CLASSES WITH WEEKLY

ATTENDANCE ABOVE 95% !

     Message from           

Mr Isley

Attendance
Officer

I f  your  ch i ld  has  vomited or  has  d iarrhoea they must  refra in
from at tending s chool  for  48 hours  from the last  epis ode.  
P leas e d i rec t  any student  abs ence by emai l ing

 p u p i l a b s e n ce @ a j s.e d u c at i o n  

or  by leaving a  voicemai l  on 0 1 7 33  2 024 0 3  opt ion 2  before
8.30am
Pleas e state your  ch i ld ’s  name,  c las s  and the reas on for  their
abs ence.

You can a ls o not if y  us  of  your  ch i lds  abs ence us ing the 
A r b o r  a p p.  

Fai l ing to advis e why your  ch i ld  is  abs ent  wi l l  be recorded as  an
unauthor is ed abs ence.

The s e are the only  3  ways to report  abs ence to the s chool .

Thank you for  your  co - operat ion.

 A  young carer  is  a  pers on under  18  who provide s ongoing,
unp aid care and support  to  a  fami ly  member or  fr iend with  a
phys ica l/mental  i l lne s s,  d is abi l i t y,  or  addic t ion.  They take on
adult  re sponsib i l i t ie s—such as  cooking,  c leaning,  or  pers onal
care.  I  support  young carers  at  A JS with  their  at tendance and
wel lbeing in  s chool .  There is  a  Young Carers  Ac t ion Day on 14
March.  I f  you are aware of  A JS pupi ls  who are current ly
support ing fami ly  or  fr iends as  young carers  that  we aren’t
aware of   p leas e let  me know and I  w i l l  be able  lend my support
in  s chool  and inv ite  them to the Ac t ion Day.

t h



 

DRESS UP AS YOUR
FAVOURITE BOOK

CHARACTER
Al l  ch i ldren and staf f  are  inv ited to
dre s s  up as  a  charac ter  and wear  th is
on the day.  P leas e leave any charac ter
toy weapons (guns,  swords etc)  at
home!

THURSDAY  5  MARCH 2026 TH

D.E.A.R. 
ALARM!

Al l  ch i ldren should br ing their  favour i te  book with  them on
the day (th is  can be a  l ibrar y  book or  one from home).  At
var ious point s  in  the day,  a  D.E . A .R.  (Drop Ever y th ing And
Read) bel l  w i l l  r ing and chi ldren wi l l  have to stop what  they
are doing to read a  few p age s of  their  book (even i f  they
are doing PE!) .  

On Fr iday 27  Februar y,  we inv ite
chi ldren to donate any books in
good condit ion that  they have
grown out  of  or  grown t i red of.
Books can be g iven to your  ch i ld ’s
teacher.

t h

On Monday 2  March at  3 : 10pm ,
a l l  the donated books wi l l  be la id
out  on table s  in  the p layground
for  ch i ldren to choos e one to take
home -  no cash involved!  

n d

Staf f  wi l l  a ls o be donat ing books
from home s o there should be
enough for  ever y  chi ld  to  take a
book home on the day.

Thanks for  your  support  with  th is
idea -  only  donate i f  pos s ib le.  



 

 Re a d i n g  at  H o m e :  L i t t l e  M o m e nt s,  B i g  Ma g i c !
Want to boost  your  ch i ld ’s  reading without  turn ing your  l iv ing room into a
c las sroom? Great  news — the be st  reading support  is  of ten the s imple st
(and the most  fun!) .  Here are three br i l l iant  ways you can help at  home,
even i f  you only  have 10 minute s.

 1 )  Re a d  to  yo u r  c h i l d  ( ye s,  eve n  w h e n  t h ey  c a n  re a d ! )
When chi ldren hear  a  conf ident  reader,  i t  he lps  them learn what  reading is
suppos ed to s ound l ike.
Tr y :

U s ing d if ferent  voice s for  charac ters  (s i l ly  one s are encouraged!)
Showing how your  voice change s at  a  que st ion mark 
Pausing at  commas and fu l l  stops ( l ike  l i t t le  “breathing breaks”)
Let t ing them hear  tr ick y words read smoothly

Why i t  helps :  Your  ch i ld  learns  f luency,  expre s s ion,  and new vocabular y  — a l l
whi le  enjoying a  stor y  with  you.

 2 )  Re a d  w i t h  yo u r  c h i l d  (te a mwo r k  m a ke s  t h e  d re a m  wo r k ! )
This  is  a  great  opt ion i f  your  ch i ld  is  bui ld ing conf idence or  get s  t i red
quick ly.
Tr y :

Taking turns :  you read a  p age,  they read a  p age
Shar ing p aragraphs:  you read one,  they read the next
Reading the “hard b it s”  for  them,  and let t ing them read the eas ier  p art s

Why i t  helps :  Your  ch i ld  get s  support  and prac t ice — without  the pre s sure of
doing i t  a l l  a lone.

 3)  Ec h o  Re a d i n g  (co pyc at  re a d i n g  —  a n d  k i d s  LOV E  i t ! )
Echo reading is  s imple,  powerfu l ,  and perfec t  for  improving f luency.
How i t  works :

1 . You read one s entence (or  p art  of  a  s entence)
2. Your  chi ld  reads i t  b ack,  copying your  expre s s ion and p ace

Keep i t  short  — no more than one s entence at  a  t ime is  be st .
Why i t  helps :  I t  bui lds  conf idence,  improve s phras ing,  and helps  chi ldren
learn how to read smoothly  and with  meaning.
 Top Tip:  Keep i t  l ight !

Reading at  home should feel  cosy,  not  stres sfu l .  I f  your  ch i ld  get s  stuck :
Help them with  the word
Pra ise the ef fort
Keep the stor y  moving

A ca lm,  happy reader  grow s faster  than a  worr ied one!

To g et h e r  w e  ca n  m a ke  s u re  t h at  ev e r y  c h i l d  at  AJ S  l ov e s  t o  re a d !

at AJSat AJSReading Reading 



at AJSat AJSMathsMaths

We l co m e  to  a n  exc i t i n g  n ew  c h a pte r  i n  o u r  s c h o o l ’s
j o u r n ey !  T h i s  S e pte m b e r,  we  of f i c i a l l y  l au n c h e d  A r k
M y Ma ste r y  fo r  o u r  m at h e m at i c s  c u r r i c u l u m .  

W h at  i s  ‘m a ste r y ’ ?  
The "Master y"  appro ach is  bui l t  on t h e  b e l i ef  t h at
eve r y  c h i l d  c a n  s u cce e d  i n  m at h s.  Instead of  rushing
through topic s,  we take the t ime to d ive deep.  We
ensure that  ch i ldren don't  just  memoris e a  method to
get  the r ight  answer,  but  tru ly  understand the why
behind the math.  We focus on mathemat ic ians  being
about  to  ‘understand’  the maths rather  than just  ‘do’  i t .

Our  curr icu lum focus e s on learn ing through
m a n i p u l at i ve s  (phys ica l  re s ource s such as  counters)
throughout  the s chool  to  h e l p  c h i l d re n  to  s e e  a n d
u n d e r st a n d  t h e  m at h s.  We engage in  a  t a l k  t a s k  each
day where we develop our  reas oning sk i l l s .  We us e our
understanding  to  s olve problems in  fami l iar  and
unfami l iar  context s.  We focus on pra is ing ef fort .   

 

How can you help at home?
Fluency of key facts
Being able  to  instant ly  recal l  addit ion and subtract ion facts  is  important
throughout  school .  For  example,  knowing number bonds to 10 in  EY wi l l  he lp
the chi ldren with  column addit ion and subtract ion later  in  school .  In  lower
school ,  focus on recal l  of  number bonds and addit ion and subtract ion facts
up to 20.  For  year  2  and above bui ld ing on these and developing
mult ip l icat ion facts  up to 12  x  12  is  important .  Here are lots  of  ways to
pract ise t imes tables  at
home:  

S m a l l  m o m e n t s -   b i g  i m p a c t
Explor ing day to day maths together  such as  ca lcu lat ing how much i tems wi l l
cost  in  a  shop,  sca l ing a  rec ipe,  measur ing out  ingredients .  A l l  these day to
day encounters  with  maths ,  help  to develop your  ch i ld ’s  problem solv ing
sk i l l s .  
For  more ideas of  how to support  at  home,  p lease see the ideas for  each
indiv idual  year  group here:

  HTTPS://WWW.ALDERMANJACOBS.CAMBS.SCH.UK/LEARNING/MATHS 

https://www.aldermanjacobs.cambs.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp
?file=341&type=pdf

https://www.aldermanjacobs.cambs.sch.uk/learning/maths
https://www.aldermanjacobs.cambs.sch.uk/learning/maths
https://www.aldermanjacobs.cambs.sch.uk/learning/maths
https://www.aldermanjacobs.cambs.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=341&type=pdf
https://www.aldermanjacobs.cambs.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=341&type=pdf


Hea
lthy 

Schools AwardHea
lthy 

Schools Award

How can parents help at home?

What should I put in a lunchbox?

Useful websites:
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/school-lunch-recipes
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/healthy-lifestyles/eat-better/lunch-boxes/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://cambspborochildrenshealth.nhs.uk/feeding-and-eating/healthy-eating/ 

Encourage your
child to bring in a
healthy snack for

break.

Encourage your child to
have a school lunch. They

are very healthy!

Ensure after
school snakes

are healhty
ones.

In  November,  A JS achieved the Healthy S chools  Award.  This  was awarded to
us for  embedding into the curr icu lum,  and throughout  ever yday s chool  l i fe,

prac t is e s  to  support  and improve healthy l i fe st y le s,  mental  health ,  wel lbeing
and inc lus ion.

Here are just  a  few th ings the healthy s chools  p anel  were impre s s ed by :
the in i t iat ive s  A JS provide chi ldren to take on leadership  ro le s :  Enterpr is e
chi ldren who run the Tuck Shop,  Sport s  Amb as s adors,  P lay  Leaders,  B istro
Buddie s  to  name but  a  few!
having a  fantast ic  PE curr icu lum which a l lows chi ldren to tr y  d if ferent
sport s  both with in  the s chool  day,  af ter  s chool  c lubs and tak ing p art  in
inter  s chools  compet it ions.
embedding cros s  curr icu lar  l inks  with in  the curr icu lum in  developing
healthy bodie s  and minds and support ing nat ional  days/weeks such as
wel lbeing week and healthy l i fe st y le s  days.
developing a  curr icu lum to celebrate d if ferent  cu lture s  and ident it ie s  and
teaching chi ldren to understand and g ive re spec t  to  a l l .
hav ing a  s chool  caterer  who provide s b alanced meals  in  l ine with  food
standards us ing a  fun and var ied menu ( inc luding our  hand made burgers
 and p izzas !)  



AJS‌AJS‌
Energy Squad‌
Energy Squad‌

The Energy S quad is  a  new group formed in  s chool  to  th ink  of  ideas about  how
we can reduce our  carbon emis s ions and develop susta inable  ac t ions in  s chool
to help  care for  our  environment .  The group is  led by Mrs  Smith and is  made
up of  ch i ldren from dif ferent  year  groups,  staf f  and Governors.  S o far  the
Energy S quad have:

Helped keep reta in  heat  ins ide by being ‘door  monitors ’  -  keeping doors
c los ed at  luncht ime s.
Created b ird  feeders  from recycled mater ia ls  and to at trac t  more wi ld l i fe
to our  garden area.
Drawn up p lans  to develop a  pond area on the s chool  s i te  work ing with  the
Frogl i fe  char i t y.
Met  with  Sustrans (susta inable  travel  expert s)  to  th ink  about  ways to
increas e the number of  ch i ldren who walk ,  cyc le  and s coot  to  s chool .

The Energy S quad certa in ly  have ‘energy for  the environment ’  and we look
for ward to shar ing more of  their  great   work  with  a l l  in  our  s chool  communit y.

Parking plea‌
We have recieved a  number of  compla int s  from local  re s ident s  about
inconsiderate and dangerous p ark ing or  dr iv ing on Dr ybread Ro ad and
neighbour ing ro ads.  The photo below was taken by a  local  re s ident .

There is  rea l  concern about  the s afet y  of  people who are walk ing to s chool
at  drop of f  and p ick  up t ime s as  there is  of ten not  enough room to walk
s afely  on the p aths,  p art icu lar ly  i f  p arent s  a ls o have toddlers/  b abie s  in
pushchairs.  Fenland Counci l  have been informed and we expec t  traf f ic
wardens and PC SO s to v is i t ing over  the next  few weeks.  We a l l  have to work
together  on th is  is sue s o that  ever yone can acce s s  the s chool  s afe ly.  I f  you
are us ing a  car  to  transport  your  ch i ld ,  p leas e be considerate of  others.
Thank you.  

The Energy S quad have been th ink ing about  how to help th is  s i tuat ion.  One
idea we hope to tr ia l  next  term is  a  ‘ Walk ing Bus’  where p arent s  can drop
chi ldren of f  at  the top of  Dr ybread Ro ad with  staf f  and volunteers  then
walk ing the chi ldren to s chool .  We a ls o want  to  tr ia l  a  ‘drop and go’  system in
the layby out s ide Key Stage 2  p layground.  The idea being that  Key Stage 2
chi ldren ex it  their  car  independent ly  without  the need for  p arent s  to  p ark  up
and wait  on the p layground with  their  ch i ldren.  We asked the Pol ice i f  we
could us e s ome of  their  b lue and white  cone s to put  out  a long the ro ad
(e specia l ly  where the yel low z igzags are)  but  th is  isn’t  a l lowed.  I f  you have
any other  ideas to help  make drop of f  and p ick  up le s s  stre s sfu l ,  p leas e do
let  us  know.  



As Mr Fry 's  say ing  goes;  " In  the b l ink  of  an  eye i t  wi l l  be  Ju ly,"  however  i t  has
been amazing  to  see that  as  we reach the hal fway point  in  the year  we have

seen so  many house points  awarded across  the school .  The ch i ldren have
received points  throughout  the school  day  in  re lat ion to  our  school  ru les

(Ready,  Respectfu l ,  Safe)  and our  core  va lues  ( teamwork,  res i l ience,  energy,
k indness) .  Make sure  that  you keep check ing  our  Arbor  app to  see how many

points  your  ch i ld  has  received and to  see their  v i r tua l  ‘badges’.  

EARLYEARLY‌
BEARSBEARS‌

Body

Our Ear ly  Bears  Breakfast  Club moved
locat ion to the school  d in ing hal l  at  the start
of  term.  The extra  space in  the room means
that  there is  greater  capacity  for  more
chi ldren to attend.  The c lub is  superv ised by
our   exper ienced Ear ly  Bears  staff  (who a lso
work as  Teaching Ass istants  in  the school) ,
a l l  ch i ldren are provided with  breakfas  and
dr ink  and there are a  range of  act iv i t ies  to
keep chi ldren busy.  The sess ions are £4.50
per  day.  To use th is  fac i l i ty  p lease complete
the registrat ion forms which can be found
here on our  website .

https://www.aldermanjacobs.cambs.sch.uk/virtual-office/childcare-facilities


LUNCH BOOKINGS
Pleas e can we ask  a l l  p arent s  to  log onto the S chool  Gateway and book
their  ch i ld 's  da i ly  meal .  

D id  you know meals  can a ls o be cancel led on the S chool  Gateway? I f
your  ch i ld  now want s  p acked lunch or  is  abs ent ,  you can log on and
remove the meal ,  conf i rm booking and the meal  wi l l  be removed.
Pleas e note,  a l l  meals  must  be booked or  cancel led before 6am each
morning.

I f  you have any is sue s with  bookings,  p leas e come to the of f ice and we
wi l l  be more than happy to as s ist .

LOST PROPERTY
We have a  large storage unit  fu l l  of  lost  propert y  in  our  meet ing room.  I f
your  ch i ld  has  misplaced an i tem of  c loth ing,  a  water  bot t le  or  lunch box,
p leas e ask  the of f ice and they wi l l  open the room for  you to have a
rummage through the i tems.  99% of  the i tems do not  have a  name label   -  i f
i t  has  a  name,  we can usus al ly  reunite  the i tem with  i t ’s  owner !   Lost
propert y  wi l l  be la id  out  before the Valent ine’s  d is co and again  on p arent ’s
evenings in  March.  I tems not  c la imed wi l l  be donated to char i t y  at  the end
of  term.  

 L u n c h t i m e  a n d  A f t e r  S c h o o l  C l u b s  -  c a n  y o u  h e l p ?

At AJS we offer  a  range of  superb after  school  sports  c lubs ,  but  parents  who
completed their  survey last  year  ment ioned that  they would l ike  to  see a
wider  var iety  of  c lubs on offer .  

Mrs  Combes runs our  br i l l iant  choir ,  Mr  Winf ie ld  has  started a  STEM and
Comput ing Club,  we a lso have Reading Club,  ‘Quiet  Club’  (drawing and
colour ing)  and a  Gardening Club tak ing p lace dur ing luncht imes.  

We would love to offer  more c lubs and we are looking for  parent/
grandparent  volunteers  who might  l ike  to  share their  expert ise  or  hobby.  For
example,  in  Mr  Fry ’s  previous school  a  group of  grandparents  set  up a
successfu l  kn itt ing c lub!  Other  ideas inc lude craft ing,  cooking,  Lego,  b i rd
watching -  the l i st  is  endless !  

I f  you know of  fami ly  and fr iends who might  be interested in  shar ing their
interests  with  a  smal l  group of  ch i ldren we’d love to hear  from you.  P lease
emai l  o f f i c e @ a j s . e d u c a t i o n .  (P lease note,  a l l  vo lunteers  are subject  to  a
DBS check and wi l l  receive an induct ion and safeguarding tra in ing.)

We wish Mr  Picker ing wel l  as  he leave s us  for  a  new
adventure.  He has  worked a longside A JS staf f  for   many
years  and wi l l  be mis s ed.







 

February 
Thursday 12th - Y1  Reading Cafe 2-3pm
Thursday 12th - FOAJS Valentines Disco
Friday 13th  -  Last Day of Spring Term 1

Monday 23rd - Start of Spring Term 2
Wednesday 25th - EY’s/Year 6 Height and Weight Check 

March
Thursday 5th - World Book Day

Tuesday 10th - Pre School Reading Cafe 2-2.45pm
Wednesday 11th-  Y6 and Whole School Class Photos 

Friday 13th - Pre School Reading Cafe 2-2.45pm 
Tuesday 17th - EY’s Vision Screening  Checks

Tuesday 17th - Parents Evening
Wednesday 18th - Parents Evening

Thursday 19th - Y2 Woburn Safari  Trip
Monday 23rd - Wednesday 25th - Grafham Residential 

Friday 27th - FOAJS Easter Disco
Friday 27th - Last Day of Spring Term 2

April 
Monday 13th - Start of Summer Term 1

Tuesday 14th - Year 1  Sacrewell Trip
Tuesday 14th - Year  4 Maths Cafe

Diary Dates

School Term Dates 2025/2026

Spring Term 1: Tues 6th Jan - Fri 13th Feb
Half Term: Mon 16th Feb - Fri 20th Feb

Spring Term 2: Mon 23rd Feb - Fri 27th March
Half Term: Mon 30th March- Fri 10th April

Summer Term 1: Mon 13th April- Fri 22nd May
Half Term: Mon 25th  May - Fri 29th May

Summer Term 2: Mon 1st June - Fri 17th July

  Professional Days 

The school will be closed to
pupils on the following day:

Monday 20th July 


