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Spring Term 2 2026

Alderman Jacobs School

Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

We reach the end of  a shor t ,  but  act ion packed Spr ing Term! I  hope you enjoy
reading a l l  about the learning and exper iences across our school  in th is  newslet ter.

You may have seen in the news that  the Government have produced a White Paper
about reforming Specia l  Educat ional  Needs (SEN) ent i t led "Every Chi ld Achieving and
Thr iv ing,"  in February.  There are many interest ing and s igni f icant  proposals wi th in
the document to change systems and provis ion across England over the coming years
for chi ldren wi th addi t ional  needs.

At  AJS, we l ike to be ‘ahead of  the game’ and have been work ing on an Inclusion
Framework th is  term. The framework covers the key areas of  LEARNING ,
SAFEGUARDING and WELLBEING ,  wi th each area spl i t  into 3 t iers .  

Tier 1  is  the suppor t  that  is  g iven to EVERY chi ld in our school .  This includes a l l  the
oppor tuni t ies across the curr iculum to learn new knowledge and sk i l ls ,  learning how
to be k ind and resi l ient ,  teaching how to be safe,  in school  and onl ine for  example.  In
th is  t ier,  teachers make adaptat ions to their  lessons i f  chi ldren are f inding something
hard to grasp or are going through a di f f icul t  t ime and need ex tra suppor t  in c lass.  

Tier 2  is  where chi ldren may need a speci f ic  intervent ion to help them overcome
their  barr iers .  This might  include access to our Emot ional  L i teracy Suppor t  Assistant
(ELSA),  f luency suppor t  in reading,  speech and language or suppor t  wi th at tendance/
mental  heal th.  Chi ldren in Tier  2 would become known to Mrs White,  our SENDCo,
and indiv idual  p lans may be produced with targets for  improvement or  a ‘one page
prof i le’  created.

Tier 3  is  where specia l is t  and somet imes ex ternal  suppor t  is  used to suppor t
chi ldren.  This might  include appl icat ion for  an Educat ion Heal th Care Plan,  work ing
with the Fenland Specia l is t  Teachers,  or  arranging a l ternat ive provis ion.

To suppor t  chi ldren in Tier  2 and 3,  we have developed a range of  internal  a l ternat ive
provis ion ( IAP) groups,  such as:  the Achieve Inspire Mot ivate (AIM) Room, Forest
School,  Sensory Room sessions,  L i fe Sk i l ls  sessions.  These are careful ly  t imetabled
each week and the impact reviewed each hal f  term. In addi t ion,  we use ex ternal
providers such as YDP and Return to Learn to work wi th speci f ic  groups to suppor t
socia l ,  emot ional  and mental  heal th.  

Posters out l in ing the Inclusion Framework (pictured here)  
wi l l  be soon uploaded to the school  websi te.  
We wi l l  cont inue to update parents about our 
inclusion work over the summer term. 

I ’d l ike to thank you a l l  for  your cont inued 
suppor t  -  i t  was great  to see so many of  you 
at   Parents’  Evening and thank you for  
complet ing the QR survey!  

Wishing you a l l  a  rest fu l  and happy Easter  
break.

Kind regards
Mr Fry
Headteacher
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Reporting pupil  absence
Class attendance

this term:

Y3 USA 97.1%
Y3 CANADA 96.2%

Y4 FIJI 95.9%
Y2 EGYPT 95.4%
Y2 MOROCCO

94.5%
Y1 FRANCE 94.5%

R JAPAN 94.4%
Y4 AUSTRALIA 94.2%

Y6 SWEDEN 94.1%
y2 KENYA 94.1%
Y1 ITALY 94.0%

Y6 NORWAY 93.7%
R CHINA 93.5%

Y3 JAMAICA 92.1%
Y5 CHILE 91.9%

Y4 NEW ZEALAND
91.8%

R INDIA 91.7%
Y5 PERU 90.3%
Y1 SPAIN 90.1%

Y6 DENMARK 89.7%
Y5 BRAZIL 87.8%

Out attendance
target this year is

95% 
Our attendance this

year so far
is...94.3%

I f  your  ch i ld  has  vomited or  has  d iarrhoea they must  refra in
from at tending s chool  for  48 hours  from the last  epis ode.  
P leas e d i rec t  any student  abs ence by emai l ing

 p u p i l a b s e n ce @ a j s.e d u c at i o n  

or  by leaving a  voicemai l  on 0 1 7 33  2 024 0 3  opt ion 2  before
8.30am.
Pleas e state your  ch i ld ’s  name,  c las s  and the reas on for  their
abs ence.

You can a ls o not if y  us  of  your  ch i ld ’s  abs ence us ing the 
A r b o r  a p p.  

Fai l ing to advis e why your  ch i ld  is  abs ent  wi l l  be recorded as  an
unauthor is ed abs ence.

The s e are the only  3  ways to report  abs ence to the s chool .

.

Persistent  Absence

What is  pers istent  absence? I f  your  ch i ld  takes too
much t ime off  school  they wi l l  become categor ised
as  pers istent ly  absent  or  ‘PA’ .  A t t e n d a n c e  b e l o w
9 0 %  =  p e r s i s t e n t  a b s e n c e .  15  ½ days of  absence
from September unt i l  May half-term and 19 days of
absence for  the fu l l  academic year  (September to
end of  summer term in  July)  wi l l  make your  ch i ld  a
‘PA student ’ .

I f  your  ch i ld ’s  attendance has  dropped below 90%,
school  wi l l  make contact  to  offer  support  to  improve
attendance.   After  th is  point ,  i f  absences cont inue,  a
referra l  could be made for  a  penalty  not ice.  I f  the
Local  Author ity  decide that  the case meets  the
cr i ter ia  to  be submitted to the Magistrates  Court   for
the offence of  fa i l ing to secure a  ch i ld ’s  regular
attendance at  school ,  a  court  hear ing would be the
next  step.  Neither  school  or  fami l ies  want  to  reach
this  point ,  so let ’s  work  together  to  ensure that
pers istent  absence reduces.

     Message from           

Mr Isley

Attendance
Officer



 

 

 

YEAR GROUP NEWS

PRE SCHOOL

EARLY YEARS
In  Ear ly  Years,  th is  term has been nothing short  of  magica l !  Our  'Let 's
Explore '  topic  s ent  our  imaginat ions into orbit  as  we s earched for  ev idence
of  a l ien v is i tors  landing in  our  outdoor  area.  From inve st igat ing myster ious
al ien footpr int s  to  bui ld ing our  ver y  own cardbo ard sp ace ships,  the chi ldren
have tru ly  embraced the wonder  of  th is.

Our  Careers  Day was another  huge h it ,  we loved meet ing pol ice of f icers,
f i ref ighters,  and nurs e s,  learn ing a l l  about  how they help us  ever y day.  We
even got  our  hands d i rt y  prac t ic ing s ome construc t ion sk i l l s ,  careful ly
cement ing and bui ld ing a  br ick  wal l !  We celebrated Wor ld  Book Day by
transforming into our  favor i te  stor ybook charac ters.  I t  was lovely  to  s ee
ever yone dre s s ed up as  their  favour i te  book charac ter  and br inging their
books into s chool  to  share at  point s  throughout  the day.

In  Pre s chool ,  we have been busy work ing on our  Finger  Gym!  Whi le  i t
might  look l ike  just  p lay,  the s e ac t iv i t ie s  are e s s ent ia l  for  developing the
f ine motor  sk i l l s  and hand- eye coordinat ion your  ch i ld  needs for  ear ly
mark-making and wr it ing.  Before chi ldren can master  a  penci l ,  they need
to bui ld  strength and f lex ib i l i t y  in  the smal l  mus cle s  of  their  hands and
f ingers.
One s imple way you can support  your  ch i ld 's  learn ing is  by encouraging
the s e ever yday tasks :

Pegging:  Let  them help you peg the washing onto a  dr y ing rack .
K itchen Help:  Have them prac t ice peel ing an orange or  p ick ing up smal l
i tems l ike  peas with  their  f ingers.
DIY Geobo ard:  U s e a  colander  and s ome p asta  or  p ipe c leaners  for  a
quick  threading chal lenge.

I f  you tr y  any of  the s e ac t iv i t ie s  at  home,  p leas e feel  f ree to share a  photo
with  us  on Tape str y.



 

YEAR 1
Throughout  th is  term,  Year  1  have achieved s o much and we are incredib ly
proud of  them a l l !  

In  maths,  the chi ldren have been learn ing about  t ime,  addit ion,  subtrac t ion
and have even started explor ing frac t ions !   They have worked real ly  hard to
grasp the s e new concept s  and have e specia l ly  enjoyed us ing hands- on
re s ource s to support  their  learn ing.

In  Engl ish ,  they have produced s ome fantast ic  wr i t ing b as ed on tradit ional
ta le s  and are becoming increas ingly  conf ident  wr i ters.   We have a ls o s een
s ome lovely  progre s s  in  their  handwr it ing,  which is  great  to  s ee!
In  s c ience,  we have been learn ing a l l  about  the human body,  focus ing on
our  s ens e s ,  and in  geography we have explored the United Kingdom,  with
the chi ldren real ly  enjoying us ing at las e s  to extend their  knowledge .
In  art ,  the c las s  has  loved learn ing about  Was s i ly  Kandinsk y and creat ing
their  own abstrac t  art work inspired by h is  st y le  —they ’ ve been s o creat ive!
We a ls o had a  fantast ic  c i rcus  sk i l l s  s e s s ion th is  term !  The chi ldren
abs olutely  loved get t ing involved and showed great  enthus iasm as  they
tr ied out  a  range of  excit ing new sk i l l s .  I t  was wonderfu l  to  s ee their
conf idence grow,  and they came away with  lot s  of  new tr icks  to  show!

I t  has  a ls o been the term of  Sunny the Meerkat !   Sunny has  been a  ver y
specia l  v is i tor  who has  spent  t ime at  home with  a l l  of  our  Year  1  ch i ldren,
help ing to create lot s  of  wonderfu l  memorie s  a long the way.  The chi ldren
have loved shar ing h is  adventure s !  S adly,  Sunny wi l l  now be return ing to
the Kalahar i  De s ert  to  spend s ome t ime with  h is  fami ly,  but  we hope he
might  come b ack to v is i t  us  again  s oon!  



 

YEAR 2
S afar i ,  Stor ie s,  and Sl ice s :  Year  2 ’s  Epic  Term!

It  has  been a  whir lwind of  d is cover y for  our  Year  2  explorers  th is  term!  From
the tropica l  c l imate s of  Sr i  Lanka to the wi ld  p la ins  of  Bedfordshire,  the
student s  have travel led the g lobe—both in  their  imaginat ions and on the
s chool  bus.

From Math Wizards to Master  Authors

The c las sroom has been buzz ing with  bra inpower as  the chi ldren tack led the
tr ick y wor ld  of  frac t ions,  learn ing how to s l ice and d ice numbers  with
precis ion.  This  p a ired perfec t ly  with  their  hard work on addit ion and
subtrac t ion,  proving that  the s e student s  are becoming true mental  math
champions.

In  Engl ish ,  the chi ldren’s  penci ls  have been f ly ing acros s  the p age.  They
transported thems elve s to Sr i  Lanka,  craf t ing v ibrant  stor ie s  s et  in  a  d if ferent
culture.  By ref in ing their  wr i t ing sk i l l s  and explor ing new tradit ions,  they ’ ve
shown just  how much their  creat iv i t y  has  grown s ince Januar y.

S cience and Sunshine:  The Woburn Adventure

Perhaps the b igge st  h ighl ight  of  the term was the long-awaited tr ip  to
Woburn S afar i  Park .  The sun decided to make a  gue st  appearance,  and the
animals  were just  as  excited as  the chi ldren!  

"The animals  shared our  joy  in  s eeing the sun, "  noted one teacher.  "They
were b ask ing in  the lovely  weather  r ight  a long with  us ! "

The chi ldren were pra is ed for  their  impeccable behaviour  throughout  the
day,  repre s ent ing the s chool  br i l l iant ly  whi le  p acking in  a  mountain  of
learn ing about  humans and other  an imals.  This  hands- on exper ience
brought  their  S c ience and Geography le s s ons on wor ld  c l imate s to l i fe  in
the be st  way pos s ib le.

To celebrate their  hard work—including a  fantast ic  Book Day and an
inspir ing Careers  Day—the student s  are ending the term with  a  f lour y
f lour ish .  

Next  week,  the de sks  wi l l  be c leared to make way for  ro l l ing p ins  and
tomato s auce.  The chi ldren wi l l  be donning their  aprons for  a  Grand Pizza
Part y !  Whi le  the k i tchen wi l l  be smel l ing del ic ious,  the Year  2  chefs  have a
smal l  me s s age for  their  fami l ie s :

"S orr y,  p arent s—we’re  eat ing i t  a l l !  There won’t  be enough to share! "

I t  has  been a  term of  mi le stone s,  laughter,  and learn ing.  Wel l  done,  Year  2 .



YEAR 3

YEAR 4

Wow – we’ ve certa in ly  been busy here in
Year  4 th is  term!  One of  our  h ighl ight s
of  cours e has  to be Wor ld  Book Day:  we
had a  wonderfu l  t ime dre s s ing up as  our
favour ite  charac ters  and tak ing p art  in
DE AR (Drop Ever y th ing And Read)
moment s  throughout  the day.  Fol lowing
World  Book Day we then had an excit ing
day meet ing people from many
dif ferent  vocat ions dur ing careers  day.
We real ly  enjoyed l istening to the
music ian and of  cours e,  meet ing a  four-
legged fr iend!  We have a ls o had a  v is i t
to  the L ife  Bus th is  term which you may
have s een p arked in  our  car  p ark .  Ins ide,
we have been learn ing about  the
dif ferent  organs in  the body and the
jobs that  they do.  We wi l l  f in ish  the term
with our  cu ltura l  morning where we wi l l
learn about  E id  Al-Fitr  as  wel l  as  a  DT
day where we wi l l  be b aking tart s  and
br inging them home for  you to tr y !

Year  3  have had a  lovely  Spr ing term.  In  our
topic  work ,  the chi ldren learned a l l  about  the
Ancient  Egypt ians  and how inf luent ia l  they
were to our  current  ways of  l iv ing.  Their
learn ing about  the River  Ni le  l inked n icely  into
our  current  topic  of  r ivers  and mountains.  I t
has  been lovely  to  s ee the chi ldren extending
their  learn ing at  home with  their  homework on
the s e areas.  They have a ls o studied the
art ist s,  Van Gogh and Monet  and tr ied to
recreate their  work  in  Art .
In  Engl ish ,  they have wr i t ten excel lent  th i rd
pers on narrat ive s  on the l izard in  the de s ert
who came to a  ver y  grue s ome end!  More
recent ly  they have been us ing their  s c ience
knowledge to wr i te  instruc t ions on how to
plant  a  s eed and grow i t  succe s sfu l ly.  The
chi ldren a ls o showed of f  their  maths
knowledge to their  adult s  in  their  Maths cafe,
just  before the half  term hol iday.  Thank you to
al l  of  the p arent s  who supported th is  event .  
We are looking for ward to the summer term in
which we wi l l  learn a l l  about  Wor ld  War  Two
and the local  area.



YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Year  5  have had an excit ing and
produc t ive term,  explor ing a  range of
fas c inat ing topic s  acros s  the
curr icu lum.  In  s c ience,  they have
been learn ing a l l  about  b ac ter ia ,
developing their  understanding of
how microorganisms can both help
and harm us.  In  geography,  they have
exp anded their  knowledge of  the
wor ld  by studying the countr ie s  of
North and S outh Amer ica ,
d is cover ing their  d ivers e lands cape s
and culture s.  In  Engl ish ,  pupi ls  have
been honing their  persuas ive wr i t ing
sk i l l s  by composing formal  let ters  to
encourage inve stment  in  produc t s
they have creat ively  “ invented.”  
Year  5  a ls o enjoyed their  re s ident ia l
t r ip  to  Grafham Water  or  an inspir ing
and engaging Art  Week,  where they
had the opportunit y  to  further
expre s s  their  creat iv i t y.   

Dur ing th is  term,  the Year  6  hous e capta ins  took p art  in  the mayor ’s
chal lenge and completed re s earch at  Whit t le s ey Mus eum about  the h istor y
of  A JS with  a  p art icu lar  focus on Char le s  Jacobs.  The hous e capta ins  were
then able  to  pre s ent  their  f indings to a  re lat ive of  Char le s  Jacobs and the
Mayor.  For  more det ia ls  p leas e s ee the report  wr i t ten by Reta j  and El la
later  in  th is  newslet ter.
 The whole year  group enjoyed tak ing p art  in  Careers  Day,  where Jayden
Sharman (a  profe s s ional  wor ld  champion s cooter  r ider)  d is cus s ed the
importance of  re s i l ience and hard work .  The chi ldren have d isplayed great
re s i l ience and determinat ion towards their  recent  mock SAT’s  and they
should be proud of  a l l  the great  progre s s  they have made.  
S ome of  our  Year  6  g i r ls  repre s ented our  s chool  at  a  recent  footb al l
tournament ,  where they were ver y  succe s sfu l  and won!  They showed
fantast ic  teamwork and k indne s s  sk i l l s .



 

 

AIM ROOM 

FOREST SCHOOL
During our  Fore st  S chool  s e s s ions th is  ha lf  term,  the a i r  has  been f i l led
with  the unmistakable  s ound of  the bows aw.  Whi le  i t  might  look l ike  a
daunt ing tool  to  s ome,  in  the hands of  a  focus ed chi ld ,  the bows aw is  a
gateway to conf idence,  teamwork,  and h igh- qual i t y  craf t ing.
One of  the most  beaut ifu l  s ight s  in  our  fore st  s chool  is  t wo chi ldren
standing opposite  each other,  each hold ing one end of  the s aw frame.
They have to communicate,  f ind a  shared rhy thm,  and trust  one another
to pul l  and push in  harmony with  s omeone they do not  know wel l .  I t  i s  a
le s s on in  cooperat ion that  not  a l l  c las srooms can repl icate !
When a  ch i ld  p icks  up a  s aw,  they aren't  just  making "wood cookie s"  or
f i rewood;  they are prac t ic ing p at ience.  You cannot  rush a  bows aw—if  you
push too hard,  i t  st icks ;  i f  you go too fast ,  you los e your  l ine.  I t  require s  a
steady,  re laxed mot ion that  teache s chi ldren to work with  the mater ia l
rather  than against  i t .  
I t  has  been a  joy  to watch a l l  the chi ldren come together  to  create their
wood art .

The chi ldren in  the AIM room had a  wonderfu l  t ime celebrat ing Wor ld  Book
Day by dre s s ing up as  their  favour i te  charac ters.  The excitement was
shared by the staf f,  who jo ined in  by dre s s ing up as  the Colour  Monster,  a
much-loved charac ter  in  the room.  The colour  monster  was brought  to  l i fe,
engaging the chi ldren and a l lowing them to explore their  emotions through
the love of  a  book in  a  way that  was fami l iar  and enjoyable  to them.  A huge
wel l  done to the chi ldren for  throwing thems elf  into a  day that  can of ten be
over whelming and s car y.  We look for ward to s eeing the chi ldren celebrat ing
Red Nos e Day!



 

Recent ly,  s evera l  Year  6  pupi ls  ( inc luding the hous e capta ins)  at  Alderman
Jacobs S chool ,  were s et  a  chal lenge by The Mayor  of  Whit t le s ey -  Cl l r  A lex
Mis candlon -  to  f ind out  who the founder  of  their  s chool ,  A lderman Jacobs,
was.  To fu lf i l l  th is  chal lenge,  on the 21st  of  Januar y,  they v is i ted the
Whit t le s ey Mus eum to f ind out  about  h is  l i fe  h istor y.  The chi ldren gathered
lot s  of  informat ion through extens ive re s earch at  the mus eum and put  i t
together  to  make an informat ive d isplay  for  a l l  to  s ee in  the s chool  lobby.
The chi ldren were helped by Mis s  Smith and Mis s  Stephens on who are
members  of  staf f  at  the s chool .

In  the weeks fo l lowing the event ,  Robert  Windle  from Radio Fenland came
to A JS to inter v iew the chi ldren ‘ l ive’  to  showcas e what  they had learnt .
Inv itat ions  were s ent  out  to  the Mayor,  Cher y l  Wr ight  from Whit t le s ey
mus eum and Robert  Windle  to  s ee the f ina l  d isp lay.

Mr  Fr y  reached out  to  a  known re lat ive of  Alderman Jacobs,  (Judith
Jacobs)  who k indly  v is i ted the s chool  to  s ee the d isplay  and ta lk  to  the
budding re s earchers  about  her  fami ly  h istor y.  Judith  was then jo ined by her
daughter,  Pamela  Cambel l  and the late st  addit ion to the Jacobs fami ly
No ah Campbel l  who is  only  12  weeks o ld !  No ah is  the great  great  grands on
of  Alderman Jacobs.  The Jacobs fami ly  have carr ied on Alderman Jacobs’
p as s ion for  and tradit ion in  the farming and dair y  industr y.  The fami ly  a ls o
run a  farm and farm shop in  Newborough ca l led Moor  Farm.

The Mayor  quoted,  “ I  d idn’t  expec t  the d isplay  to be s o b ig ,  i t ’s  double the
s ize of  what  I  had expec ted!  The chi ldren have done an excel lent  job and i t
is  mar vel lous  to s ee that  they have learnt  s o much about  our  town’s
h istor y.”  Mr  Fr y  s a id  ‘ I  am s o proud of  the energy and teamwork shown by
the chi ldren dur ing th is  projec t .  I t  has  been lovely  to  s ee local  h istor y  at  the
heart  of  the curr icu lum for  the Year  6  chi ldren.’

The s chool  would l ike  to  thank the Mayor,  A lderman Jacobs fami ly,
Whit t le s ey mus eum and Radio Fenland for  a l l  their  support  in  th is  wonderfu l
projec t .

THE MAYOR’S CHALLENGE
BY RETAJ  A AND ELLA W (YEAR 6)



The s chool  grounds are looking greener  and c leaner  th is  week,  thanks to
the t i re le s s  ef fort s  of  the E n e rg y  S q u a d .  Af ter  a  year  spent  s lashing
energy b i l l s  and boost ing local  b iodivers i t y,  the pupi l  group has  turned i t s
s ight s  on a  new chal lenge:  the b at t le  against  p layground l i t ter.

Ear l ier  th is  term,  the S quad conduc ted a  formal  l i t ter  sur vey to as s e s s  the
state of  the p layground.  Whi le  they found a  var iet y  of  "b it s  and p iece s, "
the team noted a  cur ious trend.  Becaus e the sur vey took p lace on a
p art icu lar ly  b luster y  day,  the S quad bel ieve s a  s ignif icant  port ion of  the
debr is  d idn't  ac tual ly  or ig inate on the s chool  s i te.

" I t  was a  ver y  windy day, "  noted the team.  "We th ink  a  lot  of  the l i t ter  had
ac tual ly  b lown in  from other  p lace s ! "

This  d is cover y has  h ighl ighted how environmental  i s sue s are of ten
connec ted;  l i t ter  f rom the surrounding communit y  can quick ly  become a
problem for  the s chool 's  local  ecosystem if  not  managed.

The term isn’t  over  yet ,  though.  The Energy S quad is  prep ar ing for  one
f ina l  mis s ion before the bel ls  r ing for  the Easter  hol idays.

On the last  Thurs day of  term,  the team wi l l  be deploying in  fu l l  force,
armed with  l i t ter  p ickers  and b in  b ags for  a  B ig  Clean Up.  The go al  is  to
ensure the s chool  is  lef t  in  pr ist ine condit ion for  the local  wi ld l i fe—and the
return ing student s—af ter  the break.

This  l i t ter  dr ive is  just  the late st  chapter  in  what  has  been a  busy year  for
the S quad:

S av i n g  E n e rg y :  Implement ing "switch- of f"  camp aigns to lower  the
s chool ’s  carbon footpr int .
B o o st i n g  B i o d i ve r s i t y :  S et t ing up feeders  and a  ne st ing box to
encourage b irds  to  v is i t  the s chool .

A s  the Energy S quad prep are s to swap their  pens for  p ickers  ,  the
me s s age to the re st  of  the s chool  is  c lear :

 Ke e p  i t  g re e n ,  ke e p  i t  c l e a n !

AJSAJS  AJS 
Energy Squad
Energy Squad  
Energy Squad 



WORLD BOOK DAY
The corr idors  of  Alderman Jacobs
were transformed into a  l iv ing l ibrary
as  the chi ldren traded their  school
uniform for  capes,  wands,  and crowns
to celebrate Wor ld  Book Day.  From
fairyta le  characters  to  modern-day
heroes,  the sheer  var iety  of
characters  on d isplay  turned the
school  day into a  v ibrant  tr ibute to
the power  of  storytel l ing.

Throughout  the day,  students
engaged in  a  var iety  of  act iv i t ies
inc luding des igning their  own book
cover ,  wr i t ing their  own stor ies  and
part ic ipat ing in  the D.E.A.R chal lenge
(Drop Everyth ing And Read) .  

Seeing the chi ldren so engaged with
their  favor i te  characters  is
wonderfu l ,  but  hear ing them ta lk  so
pass ionately  about  why  they love
these stor ies  is  the real  win .  Wor ld
Book Day reminds us  a l l  that  reading
isn 't  just  a  c lassroom sk i l l— it ’s  an
adventure.

The energy from the event  is
expected to leave a  last ing mark on
the school ’s  reading culture ,  with
many students  a l ready swapping
book recommendat ions inspired by
their  c lassmates '  costumes.

BOOK SWAP
The local  communit y  was buzz ing with
l i terar y  excitement th is  term as  the h ighly
ant ic ip ated Book Swap turned the s imple
ac t  of  reading into a  v ibrant  celebrat ion of
shar ing and d is cover y.
What  began as  a  ca l l  for  donat ions ended
in  a  whir lwind of  "new-to -me"  treasure s,  as
hundreds of  books found their  way into the
hands of  eager  young readers.  The event
didn't  just  c lear  of f  dust y  shelve s ;  i t
breathed new l i fe  into wel l- loved stor ie s.
The pr imar y go al  of  the event  was to
foster  a  love for  reading,  and the re sult s
were c lear.  The p layground was f i l led with
the s ight  of  ch i ldren genuinely  excited to
dive into a  new adventure.
We are a l ready looking toward the future,
hoping to make the swap a  regular  f ixture
in  the communit y  ca lendar.  For  now,  home s
acros s  the area are a  l i t t le  more crowded
with books—and a  lot  more fu l l  of  stor ie s.



TOP TIPS FOR READING OVER THE EASTER BREAK

Here are f ive s imple t ips  to  help make
reading both fun and rewarding:

1 .  C r e a t e  a  c o s y  r e a d i n g  s p a c e
Find a  quiet ,  comfortable  spot  at  home—
perhaps with  a  b lanket  and your  favour ite
cushion—where reading feels  re lax ing and
enjoyable .

2 .  R e a d  a  l i t t l e  e v e r y  d a y
Just  10–15 minutes a  day can make a  b ig
difference.  Bui ld ing reading into a  dai ly
rout ine helps  develop conf idence and
f luency.

3 .  L e t  c h i l d r e n  c h o o s e  w h a t  t h e y  w o u l d
l i k e  t o  r e a d
Whether  i t ’s  novels ,  magazines ,  informat ion
books,  rec ipes ,  or  even instruct ions ,  g iv ing
chi ldren choice helps  spark  interest  and a
love of  reading.

4 .  T a l k  a b o u t  w h a t  y o u  r e a d
Encourage chi ldren to share their  favour i te
parts ,  characters ,  or  surpr ises  in  the text .
This  helps  deepen understanding and
enjoyment .

5 .  B e  a  r e a d i n g  r o l e  m o d e l
Chi ldren are more l ike ly  to  read when they
see adults  enjoying reading too.  Reading
together  or  a longside each other  can be
especia l ly  powerfu l .

We hope everyone enjoys  a  restfu l  break
f i l led with  p lenty  of  great  reading!

The Easter break is the perfect time for pupils to relax, recharge, and enjoy a good
read. 



Our Careers  Day,  held  on Fr iday 6th
March,  was a  fantast ic  succe s s  and a  tru ly
inspir ing exper ience for  a l l  of  our  ch i ldren.
The day was de s igned to bro aden
knowledge as  wel l  as  develop sk i l l s  and
dedicat ion needed to achieve their  go als.
We were incredib ly  fortunate to welcome a
divers e group of  volunteers  who
generously  gave their  t ime to share their
knowledge and exper ience s.  The chi ldren
were inspired by profe s s ionals  from many
dif ferent  f ie lds,  inc luding music ians,  a
wor ld  champion s cooter  r ider,  gas
engineers,  pol ice of f icers  ( inc luding an
armed re spons e of f icer) ,  a  farmer,  a
sport s  manager  from POSH,  STEM
engineers  from Perk ins,  a  dog groomer,
f i ref ighters,  vet s,  a  bui lder,  nurs e s,  a
beaut ic ian ,  a  p ayrol l  manager,  a
communicat ions manager,  f i rst  a id
re sponders,  and a  music  teacher.
Each v is i tor  brought  their  ro le  to  l i fe,
engaging pupi ls  with  rea l-wor ld  ins ight s
and encouraging them to th ink  about  their
own future s  with  excitement and cur ios it y.
We would l ike  to  extend a  huge thank you
to a l l  of  our  volunteers  for  making the day
such a  memorable  and imp ac t fu l  event .
Their  enthus iasm and support  helped to
inspire  the next  generat ion.

CAREERS DAY



Last  ha lf  term,  Gardening Club sold
cakes and seeds at  the Valent ines
Disco to ra ise money to buy
equipment and tool .  They ra ised £80  -
thanks to everyone who bought  a  cake
or  an or igami  seed pack!  The chi ldren
decided to buy a  Lego Fountains
Garden set  and PlusPlus  bui ld ing sets
to use when the weather  is  wet  and
cold .  They a lso bought  a  smal l
greenhouse and some extra  tools  for
digging and weeding.  The c lub are
hoping they can be outs ide a lot  more
in  the summer term!  They are a lso
looking forward to jo in ing the Energy
Squad in  a  tr ip  to  the Nat ional  F lower
Show in  Chelmsford in  May.  

The Belonging and Divers i t y  Group made up of  staf f,
Governors,  p arent s  from a l l  5  Whit t le s ey S chools  (A JS,

Co ate s,  New Ro ad,  Park  Lane and Sir  Harr y  Smith’s  Col lege)
cont inue to meet  each half  term.  There are t wo excit ing

development s  to  report .  

 Last  week s aw the f i rst  S chool  Communit y  Belonging
Amb as s adors.  Each pr imar y s chool  ran an inter v iew proce s s  to

choos e 4 chi ldren from Year  5  and 6 a long with  s econdar y
s chool  S ixth  Formers  to  repre s ent  their  s chool  at  meet ings.

The chi ldren and student s  d is cus s  how we can work together
to help a l l  ch i ldren in  our  Whit t le s ey communit y  to  feel  as

though they belong -  no mat ter  their  d if ference s.  Their  next
meet ing is  on Fr iday 17  Apr i l  at  S i r  Harr y ’s.  The A JS

Amb as s adors  are :  Hadia ,  Andela  (Year  6) ,Evie  M and Jack
(Year  5) .  The Deput y Amb as s adors  are :  Wi l l iam and Mais ie

(Year  6) ,  Luca and Amee sha (Year  5) .  We th ink  Hadia’s  words
from her  appl icat ion form summaris e s  the ro le  rea l ly  wel l  -  ‘
Belonging means feel ing accepted and being comfortb ale  in
yours elf  and around others.  I t ’s  where people feel  re spec ted
and p art  of  a  team.  A s an amb as s ador,  I  would tr y  and make

ever yone know that  their  voice mat ters ’.

t h

The other  excit ing development is  that  a l l  s chools  wi l l  be
repre s ented at  the Whit t le s ey ‘B ig  Bash’  Fe st iva l  on 21  June.
Amb as s adors  wi l l  be s shar ing the d if ferent  ways their  s chools

promote inc lus ion and celebrate d ivers i t y.  Each s chool  wi l l  a ls o
have a  spot  on the main  stage and we’re  del ighted to share

that  our  br i l l iant  s chool  choir  wi l l  be performing.  More deta i ls
wi l l  fo l low about  th is  excit ing event  next  term.

s t

I f  any p arent s  would l ike  to  jo in  th is  group and help p lan the
‘Big  Bash’  event ,  p leas e emai l  Mr  Fr y  at  of f ice@ajs.educat ion

THE BELONGING AND DIVERSITY GROUP



STAFF UPDATE

FRIENDS OF AJS
Thank you to the Fr iends of  A JS for  organis ing a
succe s sfu l  Valent ine s d is co at  the end of  last  ha lf  term.
£1063.89 was ra is ed to help  support  our  s chool .  
Thanks a ls o for  support ing the Easter  Dis cos -  tota ls
wi l l  be shared af ter  the hol iday.  

We s ay goodbye to Mr Pere s at  the end of  th is  term.  Mr  Pere s has              
taught  at  A JS for  the p ast  2  years  cover ing 2  d if ferent  maternit y  leave abs ence s.
In  th is  t ime he has  become a super  member of  the A JS staf f  team and we know he
wi l l  be mis s ed by chi ldren,  staf f  and p arent s.  We wish Mr Pere s wel l  and we are
del ighted that  he has  s ecured a  new job in  the S oke Educat ion Trust  s o staf f  wi l l
st i l l  s ee h im from t ime to t ime!   Thank you Mr Pere s.

We a ls o s ay goodbye to Mrs  Woodland who is  ret i r ing from her  luncht ime
super v is or  ro le.  We a l l  thank Mrs  Woodland for  her  many years  of  hard work and
s er v ice in  th is  job.  However,  we are p leas ed to s ay that  Mrs  Woodland wi l l  cont inue
as our  amazing Lol l ipop Lady.

We welcome b ack Mrs  Smith-Yorke to A JS fol lowing her  maternit y  leave.  Mrs
Smith-  Yorke wi l l  be teaching chi ldren in  China and I ta ly  c las s e s af ter  Easter.  

We a ls o welcome Mrs  H Neiva lds  and Mrs  L Smith to our  luncht ime super v is or
team.  



Year  6 wi l l  be performing their  end of  year  performance dur ing the
Summer 2  term and we would l ike  to  inv ite  you to watch.  S o that  we can
accommodate you a l l ,  we have 2  s ep arate performance s which wi l l  be
al located by your  ch i ld 's  surname.  I f  the day is  not  convenient  to  you,
p leas e let  your  ch i ld 's  c las s  teacher  know that  you wi l l  at tend the
alternat ive.

The a l located performance s are :

Chi ldren with  surname s beginning with  A-K:  Wedne s day 8th July  at  9.15am

Chi ldren with  surname s beginning with  L-Z:  Thurs day 9th July  at  9.15am

We expec t  the performance to last  approximately  1  hour.  P leas e be aware
that  only  2  adult s  per  ch i ld  may at tend the s e performance s due to ha l l
cap acit y.

Pre-s chool  ch i ldren are welcome but  p leas e remove them from the hal l  i f
they become uns et t led as  i t  can d isrupt  the chi ldren performing and
undermine a l l  of  their  hard work .

Thank you for  your  support .

YEAR 6 PERFORMANCE DATE

Chi ldren’s  l ive s  are shaped by the exper ience s they have,  inc luding
from the onl ine wor ld .
 
Having acce s s  to the internet  br ings many benef it s  to  chi ldren,  but  i t  can
als o create r isks  that  fami l ie s  may not  know how to manage.

A s p art  of  the Prevent  strategy the Government has  launched 'K ids  Onl ine
S afet y '  to  support  fami l ie s  and encourage regular  convers at ions about  what
chi ldren are s eeing onl ine,  ask ing s imple que st ions,  l ike  “who shared th is”
and “why?”.
 
The s i te  has  been de s igned to meet  the needs of  p arent s  and carers  by
provid ing a  trusted p lace for  content  that  g ive s :  
 

convers at ion t ips  to  have with  chi ldren about  onl ine s afet y
ac t ions to help  you support  each stage of  a  ch i ld ’s  l i fe  onl ine
p arenta l  controls  informat ion
support  and report ing informat ion for  var ious r isks,  harms and is sue s 

 
I t  w i l l  a ls o s ignpost  to  trusted re s ource s from char i t ie s  and 3rd p art ie s,
where p arent s  and carers  can get  other  forms of  support  ( l ike  speaking to
an expert) .

ONLINE SAFETY

https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/?es_c=61A95A79DA8BE9CF996BCBDFAB0954CF&es_cl=CEEB738EBEF5DA4FE7B378F3CA1622A2&es_id=ph7%c2%a322
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/?es_c=61A95A79DA8BE9CF996BCBDFAB0954CF&es_cl=CEEB738EBEF5DA4FE7B378F3CA1622A2&es_id=ph7%c2%a322




 

March
Friday 27th -  FOAJS Easter Disco  Pre School and EY’s 4.45-5.45pm

Friday 27th - Last Day of Spring Term 2

April 
Monday 13th - Start of Summer Term 1

Tuesday 14th - Year 1  Sacrewell Trip
Tuesday 14th - Year  4 Maths Cafe 9.15-10.15am

Tuesday 21st - Year 3 Mosque/Cathedral Trip

May
Monday 4th - Bank Holiday School Closed
Thursday 7th -  Year 1  Maths Cafe  2-3pm

Wednesday 13th - Early Years  Maths Cafe 2.15-3pm
Monday 18th - Year 5 Space Centre Trip

Tuesday 19th - Pre School Maths Cafe  2-2.45pm
Wednesday 20th - Year 2 Maths Cafe 2-3pm

Friday 22nd - Pre School Maths Cafe 2-2.45pm
Friday 22nd - Last Day of Summer Term 1

June 
Monday 1st  - Start of Summer Term 2

Wednesday 3rd - Half of Year 1 Ramsey Heights
Friday 5th - Half of Year 1 Ramsey Heights

Monday 8th - EYFS Church Farm Trip
Tuesday 9th - Y6 Duxford Trip

Wednesday 10th - Year 2 Hunstanton Trip
Monday 15th - Year 4 Kings Dyke Trip - Fiji Class

Wednesday 17th -  Year 4 Kings Dyke Trip - Australia Class
Wednesday 17th - Y2 and Y3 Sports Day 9.15-11.45am

Wednesday 17th - Pre School Sports Day  1.45-2.45pm
Thursday 18th - Year 4,5 & 6 Sports Day 9am-12pm

Thursday 18th - Early Years and Year 1 Sports Day 1.15-2.45pm
Friday 19th - Year 4 Kings Dyke Trip - New Zealand Class

Tuesday 23rd - Friday 26th Year 6 York Residential
Wednesday 24th- Y6 Hamerton Zoo trip

Diary Dates

School Term Dates 2025/2026

Spring Term 2: Mon 23rd Feb - Fri 27th March
Half Term: Mon 30th March- Fri 10th April

Summer Term 1: Mon 13th April- Fri 22nd May
Half Term: Mon 25th  May - Fri 29th May

Summer Term 2: Mon 1st June - Fri 17th July

  Professional Days 

The school will be closed to
pupils on the following day:

Monday 20th July 
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