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The Tests

At the end of Year 2, children will take statutory assessments in:

• Reading

• Maths.

The tests are due to take place in May of each year.

There is also an optional:

• English grammar, punctuation and spelling;
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Reading

The Reading Test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1 – Contains a selection of texts totalling between 400 and 700 words with questions 
about the text.

• Paper 2 – Contains a reading booklet of a selection of passages totalling 800 to 1100 words. 
Children will write their answers to questions about the passage in a separate booklet. 

• Each paper is worth 50% of the marks and should take approximately 30 minutes to 
complete, although the children are not being assessed at working at speed so will not be 
strictly timed. 

• The texts will cover a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction.

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a child’s reading.

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, others require short answers and 
some require an extended response or explanation.



Reading Sample Text



Reading Sample Questions



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

The test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1: spelling (20 marks).

• Word Examples from the sample:
• teddies
• hurried
• peaceful
• whale
• rainbow
• thanked
• faces

• Paper 2: questions (20 marks).



Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary Paper

Sample Questions



Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary Paper

Sample Questions



Sample Questions
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Mathematics

Children will sit two tests: Paper 1 and Paper 2:

• Paper 1 is for arithmetic, lasting approximately 30 minutes and worth 25 
marks. It covers calculation methods for all operations.

• Paper 2 covers problem solving, reasoning and mathematical fluency, lasts for 
approximately 35 minutes and is worth 35 marks.

• Pupils will still require calculation skills and questions will be varied including 
multiple choice, matching, true/false, completing a chart or table or drawing a 
shape. Some questions will also require children to show or explain their 
working out.
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Writing Expectation

Children are expected to be doing the following consistently to achieve at the 
expected national curriculum level:

The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher: 
• write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real 
or fictional) 
• write about real events, recording these simply and clearly 
• demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops, and use 
question marks correctly when required 
• use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently 
• use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / that / 
because) to join clauses 
• segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling many 
of these words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at others 
• spell many common exception words* 
• form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one 
another and to lower-case letters 
• use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 



Writing Expectation

To achieve expected at greater depth  they should:

The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher: 
• write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing on their reading 
to inform the vocabulary and grammar of their writing 
• make simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to their own writing 
• use the punctuation taught at key stage 1 mostly correctly^ 
• spell most common exception words* 
• add suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing (e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, 

–less, –ly)* 
• use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters. 
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How to Help Your Child

• Praise and encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise.

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!
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How to Help Your Child with Reading

Listening to your child read can take many forms:

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as listening to 
your child read.

• Build up reading stamina

• Use bookmarks for questioning.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the Internet or an app on a 
phone or tablet.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything from 
fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football programmes, TV guides.

• Visit the local library - it’s free!
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• Play times tables games.

• Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and backwards.

• Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

• Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money e.g. finding amounts or calculating 
change when shopping.

• Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.

• Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games,  draughts or chess.


